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White House unfazed by report

By JOETRENTO !
asd RALPH S MOYED
Seulf wrnery

T 193], Toe News Journal Co.

One of CIA Director William J. Casey's
nartpers i a failid bosiness ventare is identi-
fisd in Justice Departrmrent records as an
axiotiate of underworid figores inliltrating
Gulf Coast wateriront jindustries.

The parteer is Carl Biehl. a co-defendant
with Casey In two civil suils now being
reviewsd by the Senate Intelligence Com-
raittee stafl. : g :

. Bieh] has mads an agreement with [ederal
avthorities Lo swpply information on organ-
ired crirme aclivities in New Orleans, Galves-
ten, Texas, and ctber Gull Coast cities where
tiz family stevedoring company do2s busi-
pss, the News Jyurnal has learned. -

Reached by taiephone at his vacation home
in the Caridbean, Biehl told a reporter, °1
don't want to talk to you about anything
and hung up. ‘

A CLA spokesman declined comment Fri-
day on Casey's relationship with Biehl or
srhether that relationship wasturned up in the
field check made on when President
Reagan nomunated him as head of the CIA

The agreement under which Bied] agresd
to inform on the mob was reached after his |
purported crime connections were turned up
11 a routine 1573 FBI investigation of Casey
when Richard Nixon named hiro chairman of
the Export-lmport Bank, according to a
source close to the case.

Following: the 1973 discloscres. Justice

Department sources say, il loox Jedera]

authorities in Neww Orleans several years to!
get Biehl 1o cooperate in their probe of organ-
1zed crime in the shipping business,

The complete I file containing the
details of Bienl's conpections to organized
cnme was availlable to the W®hile House
betore Casey toox the helm al CIA Jast Jan-
uary. actording to Justice Department

- souTCeS.

Casey, who ran President Reagan's 1930
campaign, was one of the-first members of .
the administration to be rominated and con-
firmed.

The White House on Friday seemed uncon- !
c2rned about the implications of baving a CIA |
director who iz close to a man who may be|
uvolved in organized erime,

I don’t s2¢ Lhe connaction between Bizhl's .
tizs and Casey.” White Bouse spokesman!
Peter Ronssel said Friday might. ‘We knew:
about the lywsaits, dul I can't confirm we
knew 2boul any conpectiony w’organ'::ed?
crime.” . R |

Justice Department spokesman Thomas De |
Cair 3aid ke could not comment o the Bieh]
c3%e, : o

Spencer Davis. spokesman for the Senate ;
Intellizence Committer, s3id .committee |
members were unaware when they beld bear-.
ings on his confirmalion that Casev’s business
la'?ociate had showp up in organized crime
iles. L

Justice Departroent-charts lizk Bieh) with
underworld figures along-the Gulf Coast. His
name also sbows up in Justice-Department -
memorandums dealing with orgazired crime |
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Lasey partner’s unaerworic
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